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SUBJECT: US TUNA FISHERMEN AND GOP FISHING REGULATIONS 
REF: (A) PANAMA 2064, (B) PANAMA 2089 

1 . DEPT. HAS TAKEN STEPS TO VERBALLY NOTIFY U.S. TUNABOAT 
OWNERS OF GOP INTENTIONS TO ENFORCE 200-MILE FISHING LIMIT 
AGAINST VESSELS WITHOUT GOP FISHING LICENSES. OFFICIAL 
LETTER WILL FOLLOW IF EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS WOULD BE WORTH- 
WHILE. BUT BEFORE DOING THIS DEPT. WOULD LIKE TO KNOW 
SPECIFIC PROCEDURES WHICH SHOULD BE FOLLOWED TO OBTAIN GOP 
LICENSE, AS WELL AS OTHER RELEVANT DETAILS, SHOULD U.S. 

VESSEL OWNERS DECIDE TO PURCHASE LICENSES SO THAT THIS 
INFORMATION CAN BE PASSED ON BY DEPT. RESPONSE OF TUNABOAT 
OWNERS REPRESENTATIVES WAS THAT U.S. VESSELS WOULD NOT BUY 
GOP LICENSES. 

2. U.S. LEGISLATION EXTENDING FISHERIES JURISDICTION TO 
200 MILES SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDES JURISDICTION OVER HIGHLY 
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MIGRATORY SPECIES OF TUNA, WHICH REQUIRE INTERNATIONAL 
MANAGEMENT FOR EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION. CONSEQUENTLY, THE 
U.S. DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE JURISDICTION OF OTHER COUNTRIES 
OVER TUNA BEYOND 12-MILES. THUS, JURISDICTIONAL DISPUTE 
BETWEEN U.S. AND COUNTRIES CLAIMING 200-MILE JURISDICTION 

OVER TUNA STILL REMAINS, INCLUDING VARIOUS SANCTIONS MAN- 
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DATED BY SEVERAL PIECES OF U.S. LEGISLATION IN CASE OF 
SEIZURE OF U.S. FISHING VESSEL. USG POSITION ON PUR- 
CHASE OF LICENSES TO FISH TUNA OFF OTHER COUNTRIES BEYOND 
12-MILES IS ONE OF NEUTRALITY. LICENSE PURCHASES ARE 
NEITHER ENCOURAGED OR DISCOURAGED, BUT ARE CONSIDERED TO BE 
A COMMERCIAL DECISION TO BE MADE BY TUNABOAT OWNERS AND 
CAPTAINS. 

3. EMBASSY SHOULD NOTIFY GOP OF SITUATION OUTLINED PARA 2, 
INDICATING AT THE SAME TIME THAT WE HOPE SEIZURES, WHICH 
WOULD BE IN INTEREST OF NEITHER OF OUR GOVERNMENTS, WILL 
NOT TAKE PLACE IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. GOP SHOULD BE AWARE 
THAT IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A NEW TREATY TO MANAGE TUNA IN 
EASTERN PACIFIC WILL BEGIN TO BE NEGOTIATED DURING 1977 
AND THAT HOPEFULLY THIS WILL RESOLVE TUNA PROBLEM. 

PANAMA, WHICH IS MEMBER OF INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 
COMMISSION, WILL OF COURSE BE INVOLVED IN THIS NEGOTIATION. 

4. FYI - PRACTICALLY ENTIRE U.S. FLEET NOW TIED UP IN 
PORT BECAUSE OF U.S. PORPOISE REGULATIONS WHICH MAKE IT 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR VESSELS TO OPERATE ECONOMICALLY. IT IS 
NOT YET CLEAR WHEN AND IF THIS PROBLEM WILL BE RESOLVED. 
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